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THE UNFORTUNATE SAILOR. 


[From the Rev. Mr. Warner’s Walk through fome of the Weftern 
Counties of England. ] 


HE courage of f{peculation and that neceflary for a&tual 
exertion are very different in their kinds. A man may 
eafily be a hero in defign, but to become one in reality is not 
an operation of fuch facility. Over-night I had determined 
to crofs Dartmoor alone, but this morning, as the trial ap- 
proximated, my refolution, like Acres’s courage, gradually 
oozed away, and before breakfaft was finifhed, I had dropped 
the idea, and determined to take a circuitous route by Oak- 
hampton to the place I wifhedto reach. This refolve was in 
fome meafure induced by an account given by my landlord, 
whilft filling the tea-pot, of an accident which had happened 
on the‘part of Dartmoor I was about to crofs, a few months 
ago. A peafant of the country, in purfuing fome fheep 
which had wandered from their accuftomed pafturage, dif- 
covered in the middle of the naked folitude that flretches 
from Lidford nearly twenty miles in a fouth-eaftern direc- 
.tion, the body of a failor, much emaciated, and in fuch a 
ftate as gave reafon to think he had been lying on the {pot 
five or fix weeks. His countenance, however, was ferene, 
and his pofture compofed ; a {mall bundle of linen fup- 
ported his head, and the remains of a faithful dog lay at his 
feet. Nobody could be found to tell who he was, or from 
whence he came; the parifh therefore removed. the body 
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to Lidford, and gave it an humble grave in the church-yard 
there. , 

This anecdote not only produced the immediate refolution 
of changing my route, but awakened every tender feeling of 
my heart. In truth it was a fimple forrowful tale, that 
forcibly interefted the imagination.—Fancy readily filled up 
the outline which 1 had heard, with the mott affeéting touches, 
She piétured the unfortunate tar returning froma long and 
perilous voyage, big with the hope of once more embracing 
thofe conneétions whofe beloved idea had lain in abfence like 
a cordial at his bofom, and cheered his fpirit amid the pain of 
toil and in the hour of danger ; anticipating, perhaps, the 
tranfports of difintercfted altection,; when he fhould prefs his 
faithful girl within his arms ; perhaps, the raptures of a fond 
father ; perhaps, the proud exalted feelings of a grateful 
duteous fon. Ina moment fhe called down the pitilefs ftorm 
upon his head; awakened the terrors of the thunder; threw 
the lightnings over the wafte; and painted him wandering 
amongft the rugged crags and gloomy hollows, benighied, 
ignorant, and alone.—She now prefeated him wan with toil 
and hunger; exhaufted by fatigue; hopelefs with difap- 
poimtment ; firetched upon the cold rock, 


Thinking o’er all the bitternefs of death, 


** Mix’d with the tender anguifh nature fhoots 
“ Through the wrung bofom of the dying man, 
ee 


His wite, his children, and his friends unfeen ;” 


but fill, amid the raging of the elements, and thie pains of 
diffolution, preferving “ that high courage undifmayed by 
mortal terrors,” which charaéterifes the Britifh failor ; and 
meeting his inevitable deftiny with tranquil compofure.— 
Farewell, ill-fated tar, and let a flranger’s tear embalm thy 
memory ! That gracious Being, who has fo often covered 
thy head in the day of battle, and preferved thee amid the 
dangers of the fea, “ when the ftormy winds arofe, and 
lifted up the waves thereof;” that gracious Being, who 
numbereth the very hairs of our heads, and before whom 
even a {parrow doth not fall to the ground unnoticed, will 
not forget thee, the fheep of his paflure, the creature of his 
hand ; but when time {hall have brought to pafs the accom- 
plithment of the ages, and death be fwallowed up in widory, 
will call thee’from “* thy narrow-dwelling” to thofe kind 
fkies and Halcyon regions which no tempefts can obfcure; 


no difcord can approach; trom which moral deformity and 
natural 
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natural evil are alike for ever banifhed; where righteouf. 
nefs, peace, and truth meet together, 


** And one unbounded fpring encircles all!” 





Narrative of the Infancy and Youth of Robert Burns, the 
Scotch Poet, Written by Himfelf. 
[From Dr. Currie’s new Edition of the Works of Burns. ] 
(Continued from Page 426, and concluded.) 
a } Y life flowed on much in the fame courfe till my 
twenty-third year. Vive l’amour, et vive la baga- 
telle, were my fole principles of aétion. The addition of 
two more authors to my library gave me great pleafure ; 
Sterne and M’Kenzie—Triflram Shandy and The Man of 
Feeling were my bofom favourites. Pvoefy was ftill a dar- 
ling walk for my mind, but it was only indulged in accord. 
ing tothe humour of the hour. I had ufually half a dozen 
or more pieces on hand; I took up one or other as it fuited 
the momentary tone of the mind, and difmilfed the work as’ 
it bordered on fatigue. My paflions, when once lighted up, 
raged like fo many devils, till they got vent in rhyme; and 
then in conning over my verfes, like a f{pell, foothed all into 
quiet! None of the rhymes of thofe days are in print, ex- 
cept © Winter, a Dirge,’ the eldeft of my printed pieces; 
* The Death of Poor Molly,’ ‘ John Barleycorn,’ and fongs 
firft, fecond, and third (vol. 3.) Song fecond was the ebul- 
lition of that paflion which ended the forementioned f{chool 
bufinefs. 

‘““ My twenty-third year was to me an important era. 
Partly through whim, and partly that I wifhed to fet about 
doing fomething in life, I joined a flax-dreffer in‘a neigh. 
bouring town (Irvine), to learn his trade. This was an un- 
lucky affair. My ***, and to finifh the whole, as we were 
giving a welcoming caroufal to the new year, the fhop took 
fire and burnt to afhes, and I was left, like a true poet, not 
worth a fixpence. 

“ I was obliged to give up this fcheme; the clouds of 
misfortune were gathering thick round my father’s head ; 
and what was worft of all, he was vifibly far gone in a con- 
fumption ; and, to crown my diftreffes, a belle fille whom I 
adored, and who had pledged her foul to meet me in the field 
3X 2 of 






























444 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


of matrimony, jilted me with peculiar circumftances of 
mortification. The finifhing evil that brought up the rear 
of this infernal file, was my conftitutional melancholy being 
increafed to fuch a degree, that for three months I was in a 
ftate of mind fcarcely to be envied by the hopelefs wretches 
who have got their mittimus—* Depart from me, ye 
curfed !’ 

“* From this adventure I learned fomething of a town 
life; but the principal thing which gave my mind a turn was 
a friendfhip I formed with a young fellow, a very noble 
charatter, but a haplefs fon of misfortune. He was the fon 
of afimple mechanic, but a great man in the neighbourhood 
taking him under his patronage, gave him a genteel educa- 
tion, with a view of bettering his fituation in life. The pa- 
tron dying juft as he was ready to launch out into the world, 
the poor fellow in defpair went to fea; where, after a variety of 
good and ill fortune, a little before I was acquainted with him, 
he had been fet afhore by an American privateer, on the wild 
coaft of Connaught, ftripped of every thing. I cannot quit 
this poor fellow’s ftory without adding, that he is at this 
time mafter of a large Weft Indiaman belonging to the 
Thames. 

“* His mind was fraught with independence, magnanimity, 
and every manly virtue. 1 loved and admired him to a de- 
gree of enthufliafm, and of courfe ftrove to imitate him. 
in fome meafure I fucceeded. I had pride before, but he 
taught it to flow in proper channels. His knowledge of the 
world was vaftly fuperior to mine, and I was all attention to 
learn. He was the only man I ever faw who was a greater 
fool than myfelf, where woman was the prefiding flar; but 
he {poke of illicit love with the levity of a failor, which hi- 
therto I had regarded with horror. Here his friendfhip did 
me a mifchief, and the confequence was, that foon after I 
refumed the plough, I wrote the Poet’s Welcome*. My 
reading only increafed while in this town by two flray vo- 
lumes of Pamela, and one of Ferdinand Count Fathom, 
which gave ine fome idea of novéls. Rhyme, except fome 
religious pieces that are in print, I had given up; but meet- 
ing with Fergufon’s Scottth Poems, I flrung anew my 
wildly founding lyre with emulating vigour. When my fa- 
ther died, his all went among the hell-hounds that grow! in 
the kennel of juflice! but we made a fhift to colleét a little 
money in the family amongft us, with which, to keep us 

together, 


Rob the Rhymer’s Welcome to his Baftard Child. 
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together, my brother and I took a neighbouring farm. My 
brother wanted my hair-brained imagination, as well as my 
focial and amorous madnefs; but in good fenfe, and every 
fober qualification, he was far my f{uperior.” 

“* Tentered on this farm with a full refolution, ‘ Come 
go to, I will be wife!’ I read farming books; I calculated 
crops; I attended markets ; and, in fhort, in fpite of * the 
Devil, the world, and the flefh,’ I believe I fhould have been 
a wife man; but the firft year, from unfortunately buying 
bad feed, the fecond from a late harveft, we loft half our . 
crops. ‘This overfet all my wifdom, and I returned, * like 
the dog to his vomit, and the fow that was wafhed to her 
wallowing in the mire.’ 

“ I now began to be known in the neighbourhood as a 
maker of rhymes. .The firft of my poetic offspring that faw 
the light was a burlefque lamentation on a quarrel between 
two reverend Calvinifts, both of them dramatis perfona in 
my Holy Fair. Ihad a notion myfelf, the piece had fome 
merit; but to prevent the worft, I gavé acopy of ittoa 
friend who was very fond of fuch things, and told him that 
I could not guefs who was the author of it, but that I 
thought it pretty clever. Wiauth a certain defcription of the 
clergy, as well as laity, it mét with a roar of applaufe. 
* Holy Willie’s Prayer’ next made its appearance, and 
alarmed the kirk fefhon fo much, that they held feveral 
meetings to look over their fpiritual artillery, if happily any 
of it might be pointed againft profanerhymers. Unluckily 
for me, my wanderings laid me on another fide, within point 
blank fhot of their heavieft metal. This is the unfortunate 
flory that gave rife to my printed poem “ The Lament.” 
This was a molt melancholy affair, which I cannot yet bear 
to refleét on, and had very nearly given me one or tgo of the 
principal qualifications for a place among thofe who have loft 
the chart, and miftaken the reckoning of rationality. I 
gave up my part of the farm to my brother; in truth it was 
only nominally mine; and made what little preparations was 
in my power for Jamaica. But, before leaving my native 
country for ever, I refolved to publifh my poems. I 
weighed my produétions as impartially as was in my power ; 
I thought they had merit; and it was a delicious idea that I 
fhould be called a clever fellow, even though it fhould 
never reach my cars—a poor negro-driver—or perhaps ‘a 
viim to that inhofpitable clime, and gone to the world of 
fpirits! I can truly fay, pauvre tnconnu as I then was, L 
had pretty nearly as high an idea of myfelf and of my 
works, 
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works, as I have at this moment, when the public has decided 
in.their favour, It ever was my opinion, that the ‘miftakes 
and blunders both in a rational and religious point of view, 
of which we fee thoufands daily guilty, are owing to their 
ignotance of themfelves. 

~ -To know myfelf had been all along my favourite fludy. 
I weighed myfeif alone; I balanced myfelf with others ; 
I watched every means of information, to fee how much 
ground I occupied as a man and as a poet; I ftudied-affidu- 
ouily nature’s defiga in my formation ; where the lights and 
fhades in my charatier were intended. 1 was pretty confi- 
dent my poems would meet with fome applanfe ; but at the 
worll, the roar of the Atlantic woald deafen the voice of 
ceniure, and the novelty of Weft Indian fcenes make me 
forget negle&i. 1 threw off 600 copies, of which I had got 
fub{criptions for about 35°.—My vanity was highly gratified 
by the reception 1 met with from the publie; and befides, 
1 pocketed, all expences dedu&ted, nearly twenty pounds. 
This fum came very feafonably, as I was thinking of in. 
denting myfelf for want of moncy w procure my paflage. 
As foon as I was mafter of nine guineas, the price of waft- 
ing me to the torrid zone, I took a fteerage paflage in the firkt 
fhip that was to fail from Clyde, for 


** Hungry ruin had me in the wind.” 


** I had now been fome days fkulking from covert to 
covert, under all the terrors of a jail, as fome ill-advifed 
people had uncoupled the mercilefs pack of the Jaw at my 
heels. Ihad taken the laft farewell of my few friends; my 
cheft was on the road to Greenock ; I had compofed the laft 
fong I thould ever meafure in Caledonia, “* The gloomy 
night is gathering fail,” when a letter from Dr, Blacklock 
to a friend of mine overthrew all my fchemes, by opening 
new profpecis to my poetic ambition—The Doétor belonged 
to a fet of critics, for whofe applaufe L had not dared to 
hope. His opinion that I would meet with encouragement at 
Edinburgh for fuch an edition, fired me fo much, that away 
I pofied for that city, without a fingle acquaintance, or a 
fingle letter of introduétion, ‘The baneful itar which had fo 
long thed its blafling influence in my zenith, for once made 
a revolution tothe nadir; and a kind providence placed me 
under the patronage of one of the nobleft of men, the Earl 
of Glencairn. Oublie moi, grand Dieu, fi jamars jel ouble. 

** [need relate no farther. At Edinburgh I was inanew 


world; I mingled among clafles of men, but all of them 
new 
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new to me, and I was all attentionto ‘* catch”? the charaéters 
and © the manners living as they rife.’”’ Whether I have 
profited, time will. fhew.” 





Important Medical Communication on the prevalent Difeafe 
of Scolding. 


 apenees the days of the Speftator to the prefent time, pe- 
riodical writers have indulged in inveéftives againt 
{colding, from an evident mifconception of the true nature, 
principles, and praftice of fcolding. Nay, our anceftors 
were more to blame, becaufe they went farther, and, confi. 
dering fcolding as a crime, invented a punifhment for it. 
Much light has. never been fhed upon the fubje& ; but as I 
have made it. my particular ftudy for the laft five-and-thirty 
years, that is, ever fince I entered into the happy flate of 
matrimony,I hope I {hall have it in my power to difpel the 
darknefs of ignorant and. perfecuting times, and contribute 
fomething to eradicate thofe-wnreafonable prejudices, which 
many gentleman of our own days entertain againft feolding. 

The theory of {colding has been grofsly miftaken. That 
which is a difeafe has been confidered as a fault; whereas, 
in faét, fcolding is a difeafe, principally of the lungs; and 
when the noxious matter has been long pent up, it affeéts the 
organs of fpeech in a very extraordinary manner, and is 
difcharged with a violence which, while it relieves the pa- 
tients, tends very much to diiturb. and frighten the beholders, 
or perfons that happen to be within hearing. 

Suchis my theory of fcolding ; and if we examine all the 
appearances which it prefents in different families, we fhall 
find that they will all‘confirm this doétrine. It is, therefore, 
the greateft cruelty, and the greateft ignorance, to confider it 
as acrime. A perfon may as well be confined in gaol fora 
fever, or tran{ported for the gout, as punifhed for fcolding, 
which is, to all intents and purpofes, a difeafe arifing from 
the caufes already mentioned. 

Nor is it only a difeafe of itfelf, but it is alfo, when im- 
properly treated, the caufe of many other diforders. Neg- 
lefied icoldings have often produced fits, of which a re 
markable inftance may be found in a treatife written by Dr. 
Colman, entitled “ The Jealous Wife,” in the fourth chap- 
ter, or aét, as he calls it, of that celebrated work. On the 
other hand, where the fcolding matter has been long pent up, 
without any vent, I have little doubt that it may bring on 
confumptions 
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confumptions of the lungs, and thofe dreadful hy fterical 
diforders which, if not {peedily fatal, at leaft enbitter the 
lives of many worthy members of fociety. All thefe evils 
might have been averted, if the faculty had confidered fcold- 
ing in the light of a difeafe, and had treated it accordingly. 
In purfuance of my theory, I now proceed to the 


SYMPTOMS. 


The fymptoms of fcolding are thefe ; a quick pulfe, ge. 
nerally about ove hundred beats ina minute: the eyes confi- 
derably inflamed, efpecially in perfons who are fat, or refide 
near Wapping ; a flufhing in the face, very often to a great 
degree ; at other times, in the courfe of the fit, the colour 
goes and comes in a moft furprizing manner ; an irregular, 
but violent motion of the hands and arms, and a ftamping 
with the right foot; the voice exceedingly loud, and as the 
diforder advances, it become hoarfe and !narticulate ; and the 
whole frame is agitated. After thefe fymptoms have conti- 
nued for fome time, they gradually, and in fome cafes very 
fuddenly, go off; a plentiful effufion of water comes from 
the eyes, and the patient is reflored to health; but the dif- 
order leaves a confiderable degree of weaknefs, and a pecu- 
liar foolilhnefs of look, efpecially if any ftrangers have been 
prefent during the fit. The memory too is, I conceive, 
fomewhat impaired ; the patient appears to retain a very im. 
perfect recolle&ion of what pafled, and if put im mind of 
any circumftances, obftinately denies them. Thefe fymp- 
toms, it may be fuppofed, will vary confiderably in different 
patients, but where they appear at one time, there can be very 
litle doubt of the diforder. 


PREDISPOSING CAUS&S. 

In all difeafes, a knowledge of the predifpofing caufes 
will be found to affift usin the cure. In the prefent cafe, 
thefe caufes are, irritability of the vafcular fj item, an ex- 
altation of the paflions, and a moderate deficiency of natural 
temper. 


OCCASIONAL CAUSES. 

The occafional caufes of fcolding are many. Among 
them may be enumerated the throwing down of a china 
bafon, milplacing a hat, or a pair of gloves, or an umbrella; 
leaving a door open; over-doing the meat; underJoing the 
fame; {pilling the foup; letting the fire go out; miftaking 
the hour, &c. &c. with many others, which | do not think 
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it very néceflary to enumerate, becaufe thefe caufes are fo 
natural, that we cahnot prevent them, and becaufe, whatever 
_ the occaftonal eaufe of the diforder may be, the fymptom’s 
are the fatne, anid the mode of cure the fame. 


CURE. 


Various remedies have been thought of for this diftemper, 
but all hitherto of the rough afd violent kind, which, there- 
fore, if they témove the fymptoms for the prefent, have a 
greater difpofition toward the diforder than before. Among 
thefe the common people frequently prefcribe the application 
of an oak-ftick, 4 hiorfewhip, or a leather ftrap or belt, which, 
however, are all liable to the objeétion I have juft flated. 
Others have recomimended argumentation; but this, like 
inoculation, will not produce the defired effeét, unlefs the 
patient be in fome degree prepared to receive it. Some have 
advifed a perfe& filence in all perfons who are near the pa- 
tient; but I muff fay, that, wherever I have feen this tried, 
it has rather heightened the diforder, by bringitrig on fits. 
The fame thing may be faid of obedience, or letting the pa- 
tient have her own way. This is precifely tike giving drink 
in a dropfical cafe, or curing a burning fever by throwing in 
great quantities of brandy, 

As the chief intention of this paper was to prove that 
fcolding is a difeafe, and not a fault, I thall not enlarge much 
on the mode of cure; becaufe the moment my theory is 
adopted every perfon will be able to treat the diforder /ecun- 
dum artem, Tf thall mention, however, the following pre- 
fcription, which I ‘never found to fail, if properly admi- 
niftered : ) : 


Take—O! Common Senfe, thirty grains. 
Decent Behaviour, one feruple. 
Due Confideration, ten grains. 


Mix, and {prinkle the whole with one moment's thought, to 
be taken as foon as any of the occafional-:caules appear. 

By way of ‘diet, though it is not neceffary to reftriét the 
patient to a milk or vegetable diet, yet I have always found 
it proper to guard th-m againft ftrong or f{pirituous liquors, 
or any thing that tends to heat the blood. 

But it is now expedient that I fhould ftate a matter of very 
great importance in the prevention -of this diferder, and 
which I have left till now, that my arguments on the fubjeé 
may appear diftinét, and may be comprehended under one 
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view. It is commonly fuppofed, and indeed has often been 
aflerted, that this diforder is peculiar to one only of the 
fexes; and I truft 1 need not add, what fex that is. But 
although it may be true, that they are moft liable to it, yet it 
1s certain, from the theory laid down refpeéting the predif. 
pofing caufes, that the men are equally in danger. Why 
then do we not find as many males affliéted with fcolding. as 
we do females? For this plain reafon ;—{colding, as proved 
above, is the effe&t of a certain noxious matter pent up. 
Now this matter engenders ‘in men, as well as in women; 
bat the Jatter have not the frequent opportunities for dif. 
charging it, which the men enjoy. Women are, by fafhion 
and certain confined mades of life, reftrained from all thofe 
public companies, clubs, allemblics, coffee-houfes, &c. &c. 
where the men have a continual opportunity of difcharging 
the caule of the diforder, without ts ever accumulating in fo 
great. a quantity as to produce the fymptoms I have enu- 
merated. This, and this only, is the caufe why the difcafe 
appears moft often in the femalé fex. I would propofe, 
therefore, if I were a legillater, or if I had influence enough 
to fet a fafhion, that the ladies fhould in all refpeéts imitate 
the Societies of the. men; that they fhould have their clubs, 
théir coffee-houfes, difputing focieties, and even their parlia- 
ment. In fuch places they would be able to take that {pecies 
of exercife that tends to. keep down the diforder, which at 
prefent accumulates in confinement, and, when nature at- 
tempts adifcharge, the explofion is attended with all the vio- 
lence and irregularitics I have before enumerated. 

Thus much J have ventured to advance refpeéting f{cold- 
ing, atid I hope that I thall facceed in abating the unreafon- 
able prejudices which have been foftered by an affeéied fupe- 
riority in our fex, jained toa portion of ignorance, which, to 
fay che leafl, readers that fuperiority a matter of great doubt. 
{ have only to.add, that my motives for.all this have been 
perfeétly difinterefted, and that I fhall be very happy to 
give ‘advice ‘to any ~perfon: labouring ‘under the diforder. 
Letters (poit paid) may be addrefled to 

CELSUS BOERHAAVE, M. D. 





Curzous Inflance of Luminous Preaching. 


Niger flile in which public addreffes were drawn. up du- 
ring the unhappy civil contentions in this country, and 
for 
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for fome time afterwards, it is well known was‘ extremely 
quaint and unedifying ; the following anecdote may ferve as 
afpecimen. One of the Proteftor’s chaplains, who were 
not amongft the leaft eminent preachers of their day, was 
particularly admired by a goodman of thofe times—he often 
mentioned the excellencies of his favourite minifter to ‘a 
fenfible friend, and promifed him great pleafure and infor- 
mation if he would hear him; /his friend readily confented, 
and on an early day took his feat'in the church where this 
admired orator held forth. The fubje&t-which the preacher 
handled at that time was the divine anger, which he thus de- 
fined; “ The dark fide of the Creator fet againit’ the dark 
fide of the creature, to increafe his darknefs.”” The iHuftra- 
tion proved to be as clear as the definition, and: full of de. 
light, the admirer of the orator afked his ‘friend what he 
thought of the difcourfe—the reply was laconic and de- 
cifive ; “* I think it was the dark fide of the preacher fet 
againft the dark fide of the hearer, to increafe his dark- 
nefs !”” 





Defeription of Cumberland Cavern, in Derby/hire, 
By the Rev. J. Evans. 


HIS cavern is fituated on the brow of a fteep hill, and 

its mouth is clofed with a white-wafhed wooden door, 
which being opened, the man took his taper out of bis Jan 
tern, with which he lighted three candles to guide our' dreary 
fieps through the bewels of the earth. Whilft this cere- 
mony was performing we flood at the entrance, and furveyed 
with pleafure the romantic feenery which furrounded us. 
We were taking, as it were, a farewell of the cheerful ligtit 
of day, when our: leader informed us that the lights were 
ready, and having taken thern into vyr-hands, we followéd 
him in flow préceffion. The firft thirty yards of the way 
were partly artificial, he having himfelf piled up ftones on 
each fide, that the entrance into the cavern might be gained 
with greater facility. Wenow defcended into this gloomy 
abode by fleps, fifty-four in nnmber, which feemed as if we 
were going down towards the centre of the earth!'~At the 
bottom of this defcent the cave opened’ upon us tm’ folitary 
grandeur. The profoundeft ‘filence reigned in every corner 
of the manfion.' Huge malles of flone were piledon each 
other with a tremendous kind of | careleiinefs,’ and were 
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evidently produced by fome violent concuflion of the ad- 
jacent parts, though ata period utterly unknown to aay 
human creature. 

From this curious place we afcended, as it were, the fide 
of afleep hill, and at the top came to a long reguiar paflage 
of confiderable extent. The roof had all the regularity of 
a finithed ceiling, and was exquifitely befpangled by {pars of 
every defcription. From above and below, and from the 
re{pective fides, the rays of our candle were reflefted in a 
thouland direétions ! Our path had fo brilliant an. afpe&, 
that_my eyes were for fome time fixed upon it,. though | 
truft not with the fame temper of mind with.whiclr Milton 
has made ene of the fallen angels contemplate.the pavement 
of Heaven. . When I withdrew my attention from this 
enchanting obje@. I was fhewn litle cavities on every hand, 
which containee {pars in all their innumerable forms of 
cry fallization, The wantonnefs of nature in thele her 
operations is truly wonderful, and_ oftentimes exceeds. our 
conceptions. The part of the cavern that is moft orna- 
mented by the brilliancy of the fpars and ores, we were 
alfured particularly delighted the ladies, who, notwithftand. 
ing their chara€terlic timidity, have ventured into this dark 
abode forthe gratification of their curiofity ! 

Proceeding onwards a few yards we came to large flat 
flones, which lay on one another, not altogether unlike 
flitches of bacon, How they came there, and for what reafon 
they could be thus laid together, baffled our comprebenfion. 
In the next compartment we obferved jarge rocks heaped on 
rocks, in terrible array, and on defcending from this part 
thele rocks allume a more threatening a{pect, and feem as if 
they would flide down upon you and crufh you to atoms! 
Another {cene furprifes you, and is peculiarly gratifying to 
the fenfes, An apartment is, decorated wi th what is here 
called the fnow foflil,, This fpecies of flone is, both from 
its figure and colour, a charming refeimblance of fuow. lis 
a heer and delicacy cannot fail to pleafe.. One portion of 
this apartment was fo exquiliely flained by this fofll, that is 
poficiled peculiar charms. It had juft the appearance of.a 
cavity, into. which the fnow had been drified by the winter 
florm | This apparent imitation cf, qature 1s certainly a 
beautiful curiofity, 

Near the extremity of the cavern was fhewn .@ branch of 
this wonderlul recels, which might, on acceunt of its in- 
ternal appearance, be denominated the pifeatory hall! Here 
are [cen, on one pastigular fide, fifhes petrified and red Tr 
the 
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the feveral ftrata, which form the furrounding recefs. What 
kind of fifh they were could not be afcertained, but they 
were clearly difcernable; and excited our aftonifhment. 
Qne of the fifhes had its back aétnally jutting out of the fide 
of the earth, as if petrified in the a& of {wimming ! How 
wonderful! What an indifputable, proof that the earth was 
once ina ftate of fluidity ! 

Weight have feen another branch of the cavern, where 
was to be found a well of confiderable depth; but. waving 
this further refearch, we returned the way we came, . After 
many an afcent and defcent, together with numerous mean. 
derings we reached the entrance, and hailed the cheerful light 
of day with renovated fatisfaétion, 





AN ORATION ON MARRIAGE, 
ADDRESSED TO THE LADIES. 


T is with the utmoft. concern | acquaint you, my young 

friends, that marriage, an ordinance of God, fo honour. 
able in itfelf, and fo abfolutely neceflary for the maintenance 
of fociety, is at prefent greatly on the decline. The caufes 
of this decay, in fo facred and beneficial an inftitution (or- 
dained for the happinéfs of both fexes, in this chequered 
ftate of trial and probation,) are various and \wiany, arifing 
from the inadvertencies of both parties; but particularly 
with refpeét to the female fex, I am forry to fay, there is too 
great reafon to fear, it proceeds from the gaiety, levity, and 
extravagance, which fo dreadtully appears through the whole 
nation, , ‘s 

Be affured, my amiable hearers, were you to endeavour 
by a fober, prudent, and difcreet behaviour, efpecially in 
public, to gain admiration and efleem, you would not want 
for admirers among the fenfible part of mankind, however 
the infignificant coxcomb might laugh at and defpile you ; 
and how pleafing it is, to have the love and favour of the 
wife and difcerning few, I leave you to determine; fully 
convinced of. the re&titude of your judgments and the depth 
of your underftandings. I am perfuaded, ye tender and 
difcerning fair, were you but to exert one half of that good 
humour and fagacity .you. are miftrefles of, accompanied 
with thofe lovely intellegiual graces your Maker has endowed 
you with (though not poflef with thofe beautiful features 
fome of your fex may have) you would gain univerial oa 
and 
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and be pfoof againft the ftrongeft attacks of malevolence and 
ill nature. 

Let me intreat you, as you value your own charaé€ters and 
the good opinion of the world, totry the experiment without 
delay ; fuffer not the fafhions of a licentious age, or the de- 
Jufive pleaftres of riot and diffipation, to draw of ‘your at- 
tention from the improvement of your minds, the pra@ice 
of religion, and the love of virtue. Lay afide that anxiety 
and folicitude for public amufements, which is but too 
evident through your whole conduét ; hearken not to the 
voice of adulation, and fhun the flatterer with a juft difdam. 
Confider yourfelves as formed for nobler ends than to be 
gazed at by the pafling crowd, and af upto your dignity as 
immottal_beings. . Aim to.be neat but not fine, agreeable not 
handfome, and virtuous without formality. Let your con- 
verfation be intermixed with the fprightlinefs of wit, the 
flowings of good fenfe, and the fweetnefs of affability ; your 
behaviour intermingled with modefly without referve, and 
merriment without levity. Be fober, but not dull, pleafant 
withoot folly, and prudent without offentation. Endeavour 
tébetruly beautiful within, and your perfons cannot fail of 
being lovely. 

J. G. 


<a 


Charatier of Queen Mary, the Confort of King Wilkam 
the Third. 


By the Rev, Mr. Bewstam. 


HIS Princefs was in December, 1694, attacked with 

what appeared a tranfient indifpofition, from which the 
foon, ina great degree, recovered. But the diforder retarn- 
mg with more ferious fymptoms, the phy ficians of the houfe- 
hold were called in, who pronounced it to be the meafles, 
and very improper remedies were applied, for it was foon 
afcertained it was the {mall-pox of the confluent and moft 
malignant fort. She probably thonght herfelf im danger 
from the firft, as in an early ftage the thut herfelf up in her 
¢lofet for many hours, and burning many papers, put the 
reft in order. 

The new Archbifhop (Tennifon) attended her, and when 
no hope of recovery remained, he, with the King’s approba- 
tion, communicated to her the true ftate of her conditron. 
She received the intelligence with the moft perfe& —" 
9 ure, 
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fare, and {aid fhe thanked God the had always carried this in 
her mind, that nothing was to be left till the laft hour; fhe 
had nothing then to do but to look up to God and fubmit to 
his will, and continued to the laft uniformly calm and re. 
figned. She gave orders to look carefully for a {mall 
efcritoir, to be delivered to the King. 

The day before the died the received the facrament—all the 
Bithops, who were attending, being admitted to receive it 
with her; after which fhe had her laft interview with the 
King, to whom fhe addreffed a few broken fentences, imper- 
fe@ly underftood. Cordials were adminiftered, but in vain. 
She lay filent for fome hours, and from a few words which 
thea dropped from her lips, it was perceived that her thoughts 
were wandering. 

la conclufion, the died on the 28th of December, 1694, 
about one in the morning, in the 33d year of her age, and 
fixth of her reign. She was buried at Weftminfter with 
unufual honours, both Houfcs of Parliament aflifting at the 
folemnity, and her memory was confecrated by the tears of 
the nation. All diftinéiions of party feemed for a moment 
to be forgotten and. ablorbed in one general fentiment of af- 
fe€tionate and grateful admiration. Yet fuch is the tendency 
of -faétion to debafe and brutalife the mind, that a certain 
non-juring clergyman was capable of infulting the memory 
of this accomplifhed Princefs, by preaching, on the oc- 
cafion of her funeral, on the following remarkable text : 
“ Go now, fee this accurfed woman, and bury her, for fhe 
is a King’s daughter.” 

The King was juftly inconfolable for herlofs. During her 
illnefs he had given way to the moft paflionate burfts of 
grief ; and after her death he feemed for many, weeks and 
months plunged into the deepeft melancholy. The necef- 
fity of attending to the great affairs of government at length 
roufed him, in fome meafure, from his lethargy, and he 
gtadually recovered his compofure of mind ; but tothe laft 
moment of his life he retained the fondeft and tendereft af- 
feftion for her memory. 


ee ee 


SINGULAR PH.ENOMENON. 
M& SPOONER, Iate a farmer at. Shuttington, near 


Tamworth, in the county of Warwick, died in June, 

1775, aged 58. About five ycars before he died he weighed 

thirty-fix flone, horfeman’s weight ; fourteen pounds to the 
, ftone, 
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Stone, avoidupoife. The laft five yedrs, he was mitch in. 
creafed in bulk, having in that time’ become extremely fat ; 
but he would not fuffer himfelf to be weighed, though re- 
quetted by feveral gentlemen. His widow verily believes he 
would have weighed confiderably morethan forty ftone, had 
he been weighed fume time before his death. He ‘was five 
feet ten inches in height ; his appetite moderate, both as to 
eating and drinking, and his food fuch as plain country far. 
mers generally live upon. 

He was very fitout and aftive, and of a chearful merry 
temper. For the laft five years, fronr his being fo greatly 
fed im that time, he was very indolent. He had eight 
children, fix fons and two daughters, who‘are all living. 
Mr. Spooner’s parents were not inclined to be fat, But one 
of his fons is remarkably fo. Mr. Spooner firft began to 
grow fat at the age of twenty-five: at thirty-five, he was 
ftabbed by a Jew with a knife, and loft a confiderable quantity 
of blood, but foon recovered of his wound. The undertaker 
of his funeral believes, without exaggerating, that the corpfe 
and the coffin, though only wood, weighed 700lb. The 
coffin was fix feet long, three feet wide in the infidé, and 
twenty-three inches deep. 

This account was taken the 1toth day of Auguft, 1775, 
from the widow of Mr. Spooner, at her houfe at Shutting- 
ton, by Mr. John Vaughan, and Mr. Samuel Heath, bailiffs 
of the borough of Tamworth. 





REFLECTIONS. 


HOSE who weep after guilty conduét, fend forth their 
fhowers at the conclufion of a dry harveft. 

The puerile ambition of doing things quickly, is the pa- 
rent of impropriety and error ; nothing is then well done, 
and many things are neglecied. 

A man that is rich, may be any thing befides, without de- 
creafing his reputation: a man that is poor, may be every 
thing befides, without encreafing his reputation. 

Think not of doing as you like ;—the expreffion charac- 
terizes the head-ftrong ; the anjuft. Do as you ought todo! 
—'tis a golden precept ; Pythagoras has not a richer. 

Reafon is the beft leader for all fets: it would ulti 
mately lead to the clofeft union, and feéts would be no 
more. 


6 CHARAC- 
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CHARACTER of KING WILLIAM III. 
By the Rev. Mr. Betsuam. 


HERE are few princes, in ancient or modern times, 

who have afted a more confpicuous or important part on 
the great theatre of the world than King William III. 
Scarcely had he attained the age of complete manhood, when 
he was called upon by the united voice of his countrymen 
to refcue them from the dangers of an invafion: which had 
nearly fubverted the republic. When their apprehenfions 
had reduced them to the loweft ebb of defpondency, he awa-- 
kened the drooping genius of the commonwealth, and Ho!- 
land, under the aufpices of a prince of the houfe of Orange, 
quickly refumed her courage, and re-eitablifhed her power. 
When thele nations were threatened with the dreadful prof- 
pet of popery and flavery,this prince was again‘ invoked 
for aid and affiitance, and accomplifhing with unparalleled 
happinefs and fuccefs the glorious and immortal work of 
their deliverance was rewarded with that crown which fej] 
from the head of the abdicated tyrant. 

During the concluding years of, his life, he was confi- 
dered as the great bulwark of the liberties ot Europe, and 
was angered by the pride and the power of Lewis XIV. to 
whofe vafl and unprincipled projets of ambitions he op- 
pofed, in that grand alliance otf which he was the tormer 
and the head, an infurmountable barrier. 


Anfwer, by Wilham England, of Lyme,to J. B. M.'s Cha- 
rade, 2 nferted Se pte mber 8, 


“AIR women! the moft lovely form 
Of allthings here below, 

Are ott bedeck’d in WHITE array, 
Which nature’s works beftow. 

The tar when to the HAVEN fteer’d 
From ilormy feas that roar, 

Drowns all’ his forrows, crowns his joys, 
In her whom he adores. 


te We have rcceived the like anfwer from J. King, of 
King fb idge; George Sherwill, of Modbury ; Serj :ant Afh, 
ot the Exmuinfler Volunteers; J “eo ill,jun. and J. R. Toul. 
min, of Taunton; and Philom. of Teingmouth. 


Vou XXAVI. 3 : Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by Serjeant Whittle, of the Upway Volunteers, tg 
W. Rennel’s Charade, inferted September 15, 


OTH LAP and WING, thofe parts I find 
Are in your charade well combin’d, 

(<r We have received the like anfwer from E. Sherman, 
of Cornwood ; Serjeant Ath, of the Exminfter Volunteers ; 
Thomas Coumbe, Stonechoufe; T. Jarvis, of Malborough ; 
W. Sherwill, of Modbury; John King, of Kingfbridge; 
and T. Whicker, and R. Thomas, of Exeter. 


~_ — i ees 


A CHARADE, by W. Harris, Jun. of Exeter. 





HEN fpring appears with verdure clad, 
And paints the land[{cape green, 
My beauteous firft on every hedge 
Confpicuoutly is feen. 


Then o’er my next I love to ftray 
At morning’s early hour, 

Where bleating lambkins frifk and play, 
Or crop the new-blown flow’r. 


A fav’rite of the tuneful mufe 
Whole merit brightly fhines, 
Wohofe {weet fimplicity delights, 

Is hid beneath thefe lines. 





A CHARADE, by W. Rennels, of Barnflapie. 


ID my abilities permit 
On fummer’s fcenes I'd pleas’d defcant ; 

Or fing how fterile winter forms 

My firft, like fheets of adamant. 
Lo cataraéts of rapid floods ! 

Lo rolling waves in mountains rife! 
Lo! “ pelted by the pitilefs ftorm” 

Man to my next for fhelter flies. ~ 


My whole conjoin’d judicioufly 
A certain building doth ex prefs, 
Form’d by the hand of luxury, 
Which opulency doth poflefs. 
6 


POETRY. 
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To a young Man who complained of the Infidelity of his 


Mift refs. 


Y maxims, Euphenor, attend, 
And teuft me they’!] banifh your care; 
Believe me, they {pring from a friend, 
Who feels for the forrows you bear. 
No more let the fondnefs of ee 
_Give one pang to a bofom like thine; 
Since her virtue you cannot approve, ° 
For Elmira, Ob never repine! 


Can the fruit which hangs fair to the eye, 
Tho’ with poifon its juices are fraught, 
Give the paflenger ever a figh 
When he knows that fo dearly ’tis bought? 
Thus when beauty is mingled with vice 
Tho’ we cannot unfeeling behold, 
It Thould ne’er our affef&tions entice, 
Tho’ e’en caft in fair Venus’s mould. 


When deception {preads over the mind 
A manile apparently bright, 
Tho’ we figh that we perfidy find, ' 
Can we grieve that ’tis brought to the light? 
Oh ceafe then, fond youth! to deplore, 
The lofs which thy heart has fuftain’d ; 
For Elmira, Oh! never figh more, 
Tho’ once o’er thy bofom fhe reign’d. 


' 


Go where virtue and fenfe deck the fair, 
And where modefty adds to her charms ; 
To fuch thy fond aollen declare, ys 
And forget all thy griefs in her arms, 
Thus, tbus fhall thou banifh each figh, 
That within thy fond bofom arofe ; 
Thus each tear fhail be drove from thine eye, 
And each forrow be lull’d to repofe. 


Tiverton, 1800. 








For the Weexty ENTERTAINER. 





SOLEMN REFLECTIONS. 


EAR how the folemn bell, with mournful found, 
In gentle murmur echoes o’er the lea! 


Along 
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Along the wale the trembling notes rebound, = 
And warn the thepherd of the fates’ decree. 


Each blufhing morn his daily toil renews 
(His peaceful mind anaw’d by fecret dread); 
But foon—too foon, beneath yon dreary yews, 
Thofe aétive limbs muft mingle with the dead. 


Life is a tranfient hour; a winter’s day ; W 
In conftant motion like fome fleeting cloud ; E 
Tho’ fortune now her varying gifts difplay, 
We foon, alas! muft change them fora fhroud. 


Same have a long, a peaceful, pleafing reign, _———— 
No ftorms of fate within cheir days appear ; 
Whilft fone endure the racks of pining pain, Fi 


And {carcely view the limits of an year. 


E’en from the earlieft moment of our birth, Tee 
It is our fure, irrevocable doom, 

To meet in death our native mouldering earth, 
And find oblivion in the fculptur’d tomb. 





Repent ye mortals! ere the hand of fate p 
Shall call your fouls from earthly fcenes away ; 
Paufe on the verge of death, or elle too late HIS 
You'll feek the manfions of eternal day. man 
iaeatuinsisealtiemaeenememamams adrian tould not 
NAVAL PICTURE. obey 
‘ 
{From Dr. Hurdis’s Poem entitled ‘* The Favourite Village.” French nz 
A TOT fuch thy phrenfy, when the breeze at ealt A foreigt 
AN Round yon tal! promontories, yon vaft chain polleffing 
OF cliffs fublime that gird Britannia’s breaft, treate him 
Than which her fteufall rock-encircled waift Nati 
Owns none more lofty, to the Thames-bound fleet National ( 
Biowsadverfe. Safe beneath the muzzled mouths tranger as 
Of yon twin parapets, whofe weighty tubes aright to t 
Menace the deep below, they moor fecure fiderabl 
And ride expettant of the profperous gale. waaay d : 
Of: from yon hill fuperior, let me fee ame, cou. 
The peacctul anchorage of this wide bay, kgillators 


Thus by the wind-bound mariner poffets’d, 


And chiefly when the natal hour of George dilities we 


Revolves well welcome sa the wheel of time, Writings, t 
What plealure then to number, one by one, they foon 
Floating, in honour of the regal day, Thomas P. 
"Their lifted enGgns! To behold more near, H he 
On cither parapet, its farnifh’d ftaff Is €xertio 
Superbly waving ; on the wefiercn fort, no, and | 
That from the cliffy precipice down looks, who w h 
And war-locks imminent the mouth of Oufe, . - 
His fi indard flaming : whilé the port beneath with the Fr 
On every flerna filken meteor thews! Unable 
How marks exulting the§ th’ impatient eye Mons in th 
, 


eee blazes. firft the fulphur-breathing tubes, 
Redundantcloud, forth fending unctuous {moke, . the com! 
Ere long fuceceded by explofien vat : Vou, xX 
Karth-fhaking gratitude, which bark to bark 
Kindles in turn, all every deck ts loft 

Tn brief eclipic of its own thundering cloud. 





